


Volunteers to America discuss their host country and its problems d“r;”g [heir
termination conference held at Peace Corps headquarte,z ;“ late A“g”st,

Going home
to Asia, Africa and Latin America

The host nationals displayed a
strange mixtire of openness and

smugness; they were hotb curious a“d
close-minded, They ate, bathed, sIept
and traveled differe,ltly. Sometimes
color-conscious, often seU-righteous,
they ignored foreigners–or asked
them silly questions, But one could
feel comfortable among them, after
gettir>g med to their hvays.

The host nationals \vere Americans.
Aild the host country, the United
States, xvas being seen tbro”gh the
eyes of Voluriteers to America who
had spent one and MO years here,
The VT&’ recent tetiination confer.
ence ~vaz proof that the aspirations,
the problems and the reactions of vol,
ul>teers serving in fo~eign ,Iations are
more often than not the same—no
mat ter \vhat co”nt~,

VTA II ( the volunteers’ unofficial
group title) met at Peace Corps head-
quarters the last week of Al,gust, Their
conference was in fomal; it consisted

mostly of small group discussions of:
vie~vs of the U.S.—its people, c“ltire
and problems; the futire of VTA; the
year’s. assignments; the problems of
“going home.” With the exception of
o,,e discussion go”p, all the mwtings
tvere conducted in the volunteers’
common language and the tongue of
the host nationak-El~glish,

About 45 volunteers participated in
the conference. T\venty of them were
“extenders,” volunteers who had fin.
ished their second year of semice (the
regular VTA tour Ias& one year).

1,1 the two years of VTXS etis.
tence, a total of 105 volunteers rep.
resenting 16 countries have come to
\vork ill U.S. public schools and
VISTA projects. The 16 countries i“-
cluded three in which the Peace
COTS does not seme–Argentina, 1s.
rael and Japan,

The program has been sponsored
by the State Depxr~ent’s Bureau of
Educational and Cultu~al Affairs, Re-
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cently, however, the State Dept.
transferred the program to the Peace
Corps, ~vhich is currently seeking
Congressional approval to spend a
portion of its funds on VTA. (See
budget sto~ on page 21.)

Uncertai,,ty about the future of
their program underscored the tough
questions the volunteers asked them.
selves about their role in this cou]]t~,
What are we doing here? Does
America really need us? What have
\ve accomplished, they wantd to
kllo\v. As \vith Peace COTS Volun-
teers asking the same questions, there
xvere no definitive ans~vers. Ultimately
the VTAS themselves offered the best
solutio,>s to their queries-by pointing
out change here and there, a school
or community sitiation in which they
had succeeded or learned \vhile fail-
ing, a difference of attitude i“ thern-

~
selves or in the people aro~lnd them,
a feefi”g of belonging while they >vere
here, a sense of finding theil ‘<place”
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and living it–despite difficulties and
fmhatiom.

Difference in cultiral background
xvas often a source of the ~eatest
frustrations–and the greatest lessons.

Ali-Aghar Eftekhaw from Iran
taught s~cial s~dies n~ar Harnsbwg,
Pa., and in Los Angeles. “Sve never
had the experience of being white or
black before,” he said.

Time was mother new problem for
him, “1 am used to working long hours
eve~day,” said Eftekha~, “and at
first I didn’t know what to do when I
got borne from school at 3 p.m. and
didn’t know anyone around.”

Costa Rican volunteer Rafael
Howell, who taught sporti and social
stidies in Ellensbug, Wash., ex-
plained: “In my teaching in Costa
Rica I used to get mad everyday. But
in wo years teaching here I only lost

my temper three times. For WO rea.
sons 1 held my temper–because I
wanted to be a good ambassador for
Costa Rica and because I muld never
be completely sure of what reaction
there would be to my choice of words
or my actions. ”

A Japan~e volunteer found that
his working and living sitiation in

o

the U.S. tended to reidorce his own
cultiral heritage. “1 feel even more
Japanese now than I did when I
came,” he said.

Jamaicanvolunteer Sylvia Tucker
thought her cultie was a disadvan-
tage in ber work as a youth counselor
in a VISTA project, “1 befieve that
even a white berican has more i“
common with black Americans than
black foreigners do,” she said, When
Miss Tucker did not explain her
“foreig””ess” right away, the people
in her comm””ity began to believe
she was “t~i”g to be sometbi”g that
1 wasn’t–they couldn’t understand
what or wbo I \vas.”

‘To be very frank, as an American
black, I would not join VISTA,” Miss
Tucker conti””ed, “And as a foreign
black, it would not be my fimt choice,
The answer to this culture problem
is to start talking about a team con.
cept: a black berica”, a black for.
ei&er and a \vbite American working
together,”

~ VTA attached to VISTA i“ Boyn-
ton Beach, Fla,, Japanese Shoji Oue,
found he could use his “foreignness”
to good advantage. People who were

m

tiow about him took the initiative
o get to kno\v him, making it emier

to bewme a part of the commutity,
Of the cultiral &Eerences of color,

Oue said, “Black people can speak
si~ language; they are easy to tak
to, even though I sometimes have to
tramlate their Engfish into white
Americam’ English,”

One attimde \vSdch seemed com-
mon to all the VTAS was their semi-
titity toward the people in the wm-
mutities in wbicb they worked, From
Oue in Florida to Mariana Scar-
dino, an Argentinean assigned to the
Hen~ St. Settlement in New York
City, concern for the “people” pre-
dominated. Miss Scardino took on the
VTA program ike~ in her concern:
“The State Department decided to
have this program, ou govemmen~
decided to go along \vith it, we de.

tided to join. But no one ever asked
the people in the mmmutities we
went to \vhat they thought about
it. ,“ She had the same questiom
about the presence of VISTA in the
communities.

Another volunteer said, “Many of
these young VISTA ki& sit aroud
for a year and have a ball, because
they feel the community didn’t ask
for them; they have no jobs. I didn’t
come here to have a hall; I could have
done that at home.”

Given their economic and social
backgrounds, most of the VTAS prob.
ably could have had “a “bal~ at home;
they were mostly from thek countries’
“middle classes,” employed as social
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xvorkers and teachers, incl”di”g a
school principal, a doctor, a jo”mabst.
Afany of them had been doing vol”n-
teer \vork before coming to tbe U. S.,
ho\vever, and all were co,lcemed
about getting involved in helping to
solve their countries’ problems \vhe”
they ret~,rned.

I“ most i“starlces, the fact that they
\vere “middle class” helped them ill
their xvork ill the U. S., where often
they taught the children of middle
class parents ox had to work \vith
“middle class attitudes” in their tom.

munity projects.
According to Argentinean Maria

Cagliardo, ,vho taught in Norfolk, Va,,
a,ld Temple City, Calif., “It is in the
middle class—in its reactions-where
the real problems of the U.S. are,
It’s ve~ difficult to reach tbe hearts of
tvhite middle class people because of
the Ivall of protection they have h“ilt

UP arOund themselves, YOU have to
set your goals to try to affect just a
fe~v people,” she said, “The only thing
is, it’s hard to keep your volunteer
spirit in a middle class environment,”

l.pa.ese Vol.nteer Sho;i O.e: “Black people can speak sign language;
they are easy to talk to, e“en though 1somet;mes have to tra”sla[e
their English into white America”s, English,,,

Anotber Arge,lti”ea”, Irene R.
Queiro, ,vho xvorked at an India” res.
ervation ill Cherokee, N. C,, and later
at Hull House in Chicago, disagreed

4\vith Miss Gagliardo about ~vorking
,vith middle class persons as a first
priority.

“O”F p~ogram is nO\v so small, we
should xvork \vith the poorer classes,”
she said, “As volunteers from foreiE”
cox,ntries, xve ca” bring them a xvor~d
unkno,vn to them, a“d in many cases,
,ve are the on Iy hvay they will ever
kl>o\vthat ,vorkf.”—.

‘Lhe volunteers had already done
a lot of thi”kinc a“d Dla””i”e about
\vhat they wo”~d do ~i,hen t~ey re-
t~,rned to their ojvn countries, Some
hoped to \vork \vitb Peace Corps pro-
grams; others planned to retirn to the
social xvork a“d teaching which i“-
volved them \vhe” they joined VTA.
All felt they \vere taki,>g back lessons
learned \vhiIe serving i“ the U.S.

A time for change

Eftekhary joined Volunteers to
America becaxlse he wanted to get
better ideas for teaching and health
\vork in Iran, and he >varlted to
learl> more shout himself, He felt b! _
,, . . . .

x naa accomplished tt]ese coals. a“d _

wlearned mole besides. “1 ‘hav& &s.
covered there are places \vorse than
south of Tehran,” he said,

Fellow Iranian Hassa” Kassai, who
taught social stidies in Baltimore,
explained what he had learned about
when to push for change: “1 might
consider changes in gover,,me”t a“d
in i“stit”tio”s. ht, t 1 would never pre-
stlme to change my mother.”

Volunteer Margarita Ramos of

I

Colombia taught children of migrant
,vorkers in Fredonia, N.Y., al>d Cu-
camonga, Calif. She came to the VTA
program “to be free, to find myself.
But,” she said, “this year I had so
much freedom that 1 don’t ~vant to
have it anpore,”

Cho \Vhee.il thought his experience
as a VISTA worker in Cherokee, N. C.,
and at Hull House in Chicago would
help him to be a “real exmlle”t,r
social \vorker bvhen be returned to
Korea.

B“t Afiss Gagbardo of Argentina
perhaps spoke most eloquently about
“going borne” when she said: “I have
become so critical of my own society
through looking at the problems of
U.S. society that I will have to he
very careful when I go back, hd I
don’t feel fike being careful–that’s
the problem,”



Argentinean vof”nteer Maria del Carmen Gag fiardo receives a certificate oi service from Neil Boyer,
coordinator ot the Voi”nteers to America program. Other volunteers look on.

America,
the host coun’try

By MARIA GAGLIARDO

Two question, I was often asked dur.
l“g my sewice as a Volunteer to

America we~e: Can the United States
really use the help of foreign volun-
teers? And, which American social
group is in more need of that help?
To the first question, I answer yes,
there is a role for foreign volunteers, ,
To the second, 1 ca” thi,]k only of one

v

nswer—,vhite middle class Ameri-
ans are i“ more need of help,

I consider the American tiagedy to
be the amazit,g fact that the majority

of this count~’s most powerful and
largest class does not know how poor
it is, how underdeveloped it is. Its
poverty is of a different Mnd; its un-
derdevelopment of a different qual-

iv
For more than hvo years I’ve been

~vorking in the East and the West of
this county, mostly with middle
class Americans. ~ve been their col-
league in pubhc schools; their

speaker in cOlleges an~nduniversities.
community clubs Sunday
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schools; their guest; their friend.
Learnitlg to know &em I learned to
kno>v myseff better as a member of
a similar social group, the middle
class of my own count~. I also
learned to know and analyze that
group. 1 have come to the conclusio,l
that, as a whole, we middle class
people are a group of people to be
sor~ about.

1 xvas born and raised in a middle
class environment, Not being ve~
happy ~vitb the social injustice that



seems to be a discussed but ac.
cepted fact in our \vorld, I must
recogtize that neither did I do much
shout it. Though I thought I was
helping, i,> fact \vbat I \vas doing \vas
passing out to my stidents, most of
them from ve~ poor families, my
o\vn middle class values: the key to
s~,ccess is study at)d hard \vork.

But it doesn’t tvork that \.ay, not
a“y more. And ,ve know it. What is
success after all? What kind of suc-
cess are \ve talking about? Why
should I think that my own idens of
success are a desirable goal for some-
body else? What happens then \vhetl
other people don’t agree \vith me?
Shall 1 accuse them of being faihlres?

It \vas painful hut healthy to rec-

Ognize the inconsistency Of my be-
liefs. I achieved this recognition) dur-
ing my txvo years of volunteer service
ill the United States. It was by ob-
sewing the cold detachment of so
ma,>y middle class Americans that I
realized the tremendous ,social blind-
ness of a group of people to \vhicb I
,vas somehow related.

Where the poverty is

My first year of service bvas in
Norfolk, Va. There, for the first time,
I lived \vith the racial problem. I ako
learned the meaning of the \vord
“SOUY. I learned that only tbe black
people seem to ktlo\v what it means
to have o,]e. 1 discovered the bemen-
dous solitude of a \vhite \vho has lost
hope ill whites but cannot be black.
It was in Norfolk that I discovered
,vbere the poverty of this country is.
Certainly it is not in the ghetto. It
took a long time to come to this
simple conclusion>. Looking hack, I
can’t help but laugh at mpelf when
1 remember bow green 1 >vas!

At first. my concern centered on
the tremendous ignOrance about
Latin America ill general and Ar.
gentina in particular that I found
it> eve~ school—in eve~ single class-
room, at any nge level–including
teachers. I spent long, difficult
months teaching that we Latin Amer-
icam don’t identify ourselves \vith a
continent, but ~vith tbe people of a
given count~; therefore each coun-
ty has individual goals, c“ltires,
ideals. I spent time giving stiple
facts such as: Rio de Janeiro is a city
in Bratil, not tbe capital of ti-
gentina, etc.

As time \vent by, I came to tbe
conclusion that those things were not
ve~ important. Not then, not yet.

What is the relevance of America]>s vol”,>teer can do a lot to helD neo~lc
learning the histow and cldtire of
other c~untties \vbe; they t~ so hard
to ignore the importat>t role that
black Americans played in their o\vn
history a,~d culture? HOLV can they
ltndersta,)d and respect Latin Ameri-
cans’ cultires \vhen the Me fican
America,>s are so poorly treated and
u,lde~aid in this wun~?

But it is ,Iot so much in teachit>g
histov a,]d geography that we have
to work. The real problem is ,vith the
me,,tal attitl,cles of \vhite middle class
Americans.

What cat> ,ve do to chat>ge those
attitudes? Ho\v can \ve make people
realize that tbe dignity of a humal~
beit>g resides recisely i,> that, in be-

%ing a human elng, regardless of bis
color or religion, let alone the ~vo~k
he does or the edl,cation he has?

How do you convince people of
the fact that, when it comes to
human dignity there is 110 difference
I>etwee” a college professor a]ld a
migrant xvorker? Ho\v do you get
them to understand that there are
ve~ fe,v thi,,gs that a migrant
,vorker ca” do to improve Ms o\vn
condition, but there are so ma]ly
things that a mllege professor, and
many others, cotdd do to help him?
HOW do you persuade skeptics that
there are ve~ fe\v, if any, people
who are poor out of latiness, bllt
instead, there are many who are poor
out of social injustice?

At one point 1 discovered a ~vay
,vhich seemed to help communicate
these things to middle class persons.
1 Ieamed that it \vas easier for them
to be sor~ for al>d undersea,] ding
about tbe poor in remote areas of
the \vorld–at least remote for them.
The problem is they seem to be
blind to the fact that the causes of
poverty are the same, \vhetber those
causes exist abroad or in their own
socie~, al)d that they as middle class
people are an important element in
maintaining tbe statis quo \vhich
pemib these causes to continue to
exist, So 1 follnd that hy first explain-
ing my vie\vs as they relate to the
poor i,> my own count~, Argentina,
and discussii]g that sihation, I \vas
ultimately able to bring the problem
—and the solution—closer to home.

1 also learned that ill the begiilning
you have to listen, to be open and
accepting. If you beat people in this
\vay, then they begin to trust you
and they will be open to you whe~]
you present your views.

It is working in these \vays that a

amive at timing points \vb~r~ t~ey
\~,ill he xble to see and judge their

4
o\v,>shortcomings as well as those of
others. Even more relevant, a vol-
unteer, through his o\vn example, can
help people realize that nobody has
tbe right to he a spectator of other
people’s mise~.

During my second year of sel~ice
I was assig,~ed to Los Angeles. “The
West is different,” they told me. Is it
really?

If I sholdd have to defi]le Cali-
fornia, I \vould say, in a phrase, it
is the land of the “Hi!” c“lt”re.
lNever before have I he~rd and seer>
so m:any smiling and loud “Hi’s!” But
that \vas all–people said “Hil” and
thetl they \vent on their ,vay, They
gave the appearance of caring but it
,vas very s“pefiicial, 1 fot~”d no other
differences ill California. hlo, 1 fout~d
something else—long-haired intellec-
tllals hying to solve the problems of
I>uma,,ity ,vhile sitting on the grass of
:3 university campus,

The same problems

Othewise, the problems tvere the
same—the same old indifference from
the majority, the same old una\vare-
,less, the same OICI injustices and Q
prejudices. Only they \vere camou-
Haged in freeways.

So the effort began all over again,
this time with a better kno~vledge of
reahty a,ld how to approach it.

1 \viIl never forget the \vor& of
Mr. Alec Dickson, the founder of
Britain’s Voluntary Sewice Overseas,
,vho spoke at a cotierence of volull-
teer agencies last June. He said, “To
seine other people’s countries is a
privilege; to serve our own cOun-

t~ is a right, Perhaps a du~”
1 consider it to have been my

personal privilege to have seined tbe
United States. Now it is time to go
home and exercise the right of sew-
ing my o\vn coun~ again.

Jfaria dcl Carmen Gagliar& is
~;~ Buenos Aires. She wm a teacher

a ptindpal in Argentim
betore becoming a Volunteer to
Ametica. Duting her firs year of
sero{ce in the U. S., she taught in

public schoob in No+olk, Va. The
neti year she spent working m a

w

“volunteer leade?, attached to tiaf
at the Uniuertity of Soutkrn Cali-
fornia. She aho mtited the school
syticm of Temple City, Calif.
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Llvlng poor AN EXCERPT

~omethl”g first-rate has come

along in Peace Corps literature
—a book that is not a sentimental
diav, is not a Nography of Vol-
unteers themselves and all their
hang-ups of fitting In and adiust-
ing, is not an invento~ of foreign

adventures and aflfacts.
Fomer Volunteer Mo,itz Thom-

sen cuk through all this and lets
the reader discover more about

P

the poor people in question than

about the Voiunteer or his agency
or the goals of either.

For those who are not widely

experienced or well-read on the

subject of The Poor, Thomsen
offers a new undemanding of the
cycle of povetiy. While he de-
scribes his own stawation as ex-
perimental and masochistic, he

learned that If one has nothing
else to eat, 16 bananas provide
the energy one needs to work
only until noon that protein
stawation in the first 5 years of
life can permanently and irrevo-
cably destroy up to 25 per cent
of a person>s intelligence.

“If 75 Is the 1.0. In the town,”
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he a6ks, ‘{what is the medical
word that describes this poor,
doomed people, this wasted hu-
man resource living out its unpro-

ductive destiny in the impregnable
prison of a destroyed mind, In a
twilight, idiot world where nothing
really makes much sense?”

Unlike the pattern of some Vol-
unteem at the end of two years,
there is no last minute attempt by

Thomsen to claim or identify suc-
cess; except in the book It is
clear that the attitudes of a hand-
ful of people changed as a result



of their exposure 10 him.
The Peace Corps had sent

Thomsen to Ecuador as a Volun-
teer in the Heifer Ill group. Heifer
Project is a nonprofit corporation
whose plan it is to get pure
blooded animals onto farms

around the world and into the
hands of farmers who othemise
would be unable to upgrade the
quality of their stock. Animals are
loaned to individuals or coopera-

tives which have agrped to feed
and care for them properly. The
animals are paid for by the farmer
replacing them from newborn.
The newborn in turn are loaned
to another village, another farmer.
lt is this organization that admin-
isters the agricultural projects of
the Peace Corps in Ecuador.

The first pati of his book deals
with his work in the village of La
Unibn, an assignment abotied
when Thomsen had to be hos-
pitalized in the U.S. with a lun9
infection. In August, 1966, he was
reinstated and advised to seek a

drier climate than that of La
Union.

An Italian priest from a coastal
fishing village notih of Esmeraldas
had come to the Peace Corps of- .
fice requesting that a Volunteer

come to the town and stati some
animal projects and work with the
people in agriculture. To get there
you had to cross the Esmeraldas
River in a canoe, catch an old bus
that ran along the beach at low
tide, then cross another river.

Ignoring the advice he had re-
ceived about his health, Thomsen

and a fellow Volunteer, Ron Dud-
Iey, headed to Rio Verde. As they
walked through the town of 30
houses, they created a quiet sen-

sation.
‘<It was a Negro town, and there

didn’t seem to be any of that ln-
dian resewe, that hostility that

had so depressed me in La
Union,” Thomsen said. “A bunch

of kids foflowed us, b“t some.
thing new was added. A couple
of cackling old women in the last
house stuck their heads out the
window and began joking with us;
a granddaughter joined them and
told Ron that he was handsome;

the men on the street smiled and
wished us a good afternoon. It

looked like a wondeflul place to
work. We stopped at one of the
three stores for a Coke and asked
about renting a house. ‘But, hom-

bre, I’ll rent you the store,, the
owner said. ‘We just came out
for the fiesta, my wife and 1, and
we>re leaving for Esmeraldas In
two days. >

‘>Then we met a guy named
Alexandro Martinez who lived in
a house across the town square.
He immediately involved himself
with my problems, and withl” half
an hour I had arranged to take
my meals in his house and had
hired him to take me by canoe

and horseback to the different
villages along the Rio Verde and
the river to the noflh.

‘SO, an hour after artiving in
Rio Verde we had settled all the
major problems of living, and the
next morning Ron hopped aboard
the truck and left me on the
beach.>-

Even for those people who have
sewed overseas already, this book
is recommended to give added
perspective to that experience.
And for those who may still g~
especially to Latin America—Liv-
ing Poor and discussions and un-

derstanding of the events and
feelings it covers are a valid sub-

stitute for much of a training pro-
gram.

In his own introduction, Thom-
sen says:

“The physical world has been
mapped; but in the last analysis
the Peace Corps is an intellectual

exploration, the chance Of YOU
are patient enough) to enter in

some degree into the heads and
minds and feelings of alien peo-

ples with exotic cultures. The
final discovew, that we are all ul-
timately alike, is a hard-earned
revelation. And it is wefl wotih
the trouble.,>

His book, which will be on the
market in October, is well wotih
the trouble. With pleasure THE
VOLUNTEER magazine presents
excerpts from it beginning with
this issue.

M .,yfirst,veeks III Rio Verde 1 talked
to e,.c~onc LL>to,vn a,,d \%,ctdLIp

and do,.” tbc beach fdu\ving off to the
tok’tcco farmers ond the fishermen ab”td d

.Licke,,s. They are the most expe,lsi,,e
meat it, Ecttador at 40 cents a pound
\\;itl, .0 the cbcap corn and fisM and a

Perfect climate, it seemed that the best
,vaY to dazzle the local people ,J,ith the

brilliance of the Peace Corps ,vas to get
some s“ccessftd chicken projects going.
There ,,,.s c“th”siasm for t],. id.. of
chicke,,s, Lt, t the inhiat cost “f, Lh,mboo.
roof thatching, ,)ails a“d l“mbcr rcpre-
sc”tcd almost prohibitive invcstn,cnt. I
had 100 cbicke”s Iivi”g in my be~oom;
it ,,,ot,hl he time sootI to dfstrib”te them,
~t,d so far there ,vasn’t m si,,gle chick..
coop i“ tO\v,l.

1 ,t,as sitti,lg i“ my Lous. drinki,lg cof-
fee ,,,l,c. Rombn> a ~o””g fisbem.,,,
stol,ped by to visit. He ,V!IS r,tmyi,ig >!
paddte.

“\vberc arc y.,, g“i”gT 1 asked him,
“Up the river,” h. said. “1’.. bee,,

thi,,ki”g a“d thinking about ,,,hat yo<z
told “5; I’m going ,C,I the river to ht,y
bamboo. ~ve talked the ,vbole thing

over \,,itb my ~vifc. If you’ll drz~v In. the
plans fc,r a goiliner” Yve decided to go in
fhe chick.” bt,six,css. ”

Rnmb” ,x,as my first real live c“stomcr,
the first g“y i,, to,,m \,,itb cnot,gb faith ~
i“ ,ne to take a chance. “Good,” I said.
“That’s great. ~11 eve,> help yet, L“ild it;
1’11 dot,atc the nails. NOIV tell me, ,vhat
kind of chicke,,s do you ,,.ant, for eggs
“r for mcatr

He tb””ght that over for a \vhilc a“d
then very gravely told me, “Abo”t half
a~,d half, I think.”

“That’s n good idea,” 1 said. ,,\\,e’11
b... to divide the bous. dowt, the mid-

dle. Then ye,, ca,> sec \vhich type mnkcs
the most mo,ley for you. NOYV,as 1 told
yott, the main thing is that you bav.
c“oitgh money for a Lala”.ed rntiot,.
\Vitbo”t a balnnccd ratio”, ,vitbo”t pro-
tein, this ,,,hole “.,. systcm is ,,,orth-
).,,.’,

“Yes, 1 understand,” h. said,
“’They have to have milled tom, fish

meal, a“d a vitamin st,pplcme”t.”
“ExactIy,’, Ram6” said.
“Good. No,v how ma,]y chickens do

you think yet) can afford to r;tise? \\?c
hive to make the galline,o big c“ottgh,
h,,o a“d a half sq”arc feet for each

chickc”. ”
“Y.,,” Ram6” said. “1 ,va”t to do

ex,erythinc i“st rieht. I think 1 co” handle.,.
sk cbicke!>s-three for meat ,“d three for
eggs. ‘‘

QGod, how I loved Rambn h that
moment, for his i“t,occ”ce a“d for his
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ho,,esty a,ld for the modesty of his
:tmbitio”s.

Just because 1 was Rambt,’s “brother”
didn’t, I discovered, make me a member
of tie fdv, Orestes. Ram6n’s oldest

brother, start~d to ha.g’around tie house
in tic evenings. He ,,,.s darkly sile,,t and

broodit,g around m., suspicions of the

pr.jccts 1 talked about, half ,,”dcr the
spell, 1 think, of the Poli.ia Rural, **ho
,<,as co,lvi,,ced that I ,vas at, FB 1 spy

at,d ,,,ho, Ram&n told m., ,.as prcacbi.g
this conviction in the to\~,t~. “1 do,]’t
k“.,,, ,vhat is her., b~d the,. is somcthi,]g
here, some great richness, some great
nation al beasc,re, for ,vhy else ,votdd a,>
An]ericono come to live in a to\vn like
this~

Fixlally the first 100 Ncifer-Peace

Corps chickens ~vere ready to sell to the
famcrs. I charged only for the feed and
the ,accine that I had used raising them
t,p t“ G \%,ceks—about21 ce!]ts each. The
mag,, ificc,,t sq.zk,vkers \,,cigbcd \vcll o,,er
a pottnd, n.d after lf,,i.g i,, the same
room ,vitb me they ,verc extremely l“,,-
ahle crcatttres, although sort of domi”ccr-
ing. I hzd e“joycd the CIOSCrelationship,
but I ,,.as glad to see them go. A fe~k of
them had seemed determined to peck my

r

eyes out and hnd perched o“ fhe edge
of my hed i,, the early momings ,t,aiting
for me to ,,ake ,,p. Wise to their tricks, I
,,,ottkl lic d]ere, eyes tightly shut, a“d
think about Alfred 13itcl]cock.

Over a pcriocl of about th.ec days the
farmers arrived ,vitb baskets, :tt,d ,VC
loaded thcm up, each famer picking
“,tt partictdar birds that be x,,a”tcd in
his flock, Fi.aRy, except for abot,t 600

pot,,,ds of chick.” shit i“ my bearoom,
nicely mixes ,vitb bnlsa sl,a,,i”gs fro”

the mill t,psbcam, everything tttmcd
tranquil .,,cI placia around the bottse,

I had bro$vbeatcn Ramb” i“t” b,,ikfi.g
n house for 12 cbickcx]s, b,,t bc ,,,as c,
little nen,ous storti.g o“t so big. 1 got x
terrific plcas”re o“t of ,,.orking ~vitb

Ram6” bcca”se he ,,..s so enchanted
,.itb the (hi,,gs ,.. I]”iIt. His chick.,]

house looked much the sa,”e as e,,ery-
body .1s.’s, b“t be never tired of tslki,,g
about bo,v bea”tiftd it ,,,as, be,,, m“cb
prettier than the others. I ,,isitea him
three days after be hma take” the chick-
ens home a“a fo,,”d tb?t 1,, h~a ~~a.
little halsn-,vooa sbncl.s for the feed
ana ,vater. He a.a his ,vife Ester spent
their free time pcttix,g the cbickc”s a“d

Moritz Thomsen, a farmer frOM
the West Coast, joined the Peace
Corps in 1964 when he was 48
years old. He sewed four years
in Ecuador duflng which time he
made the sensitive obsewations
which now sewe as the basis of
his book, Living Poor. 1“ writing,
Thomsen refers to himself with
the name his Ecuadotian friends
used, Matiin.

Iiftil,g . ..1. 0.. <q) to exclaim “\,er its
great ,i,cight.

I \,isitcd the other cbicket, projects,
~t,d there seemed to be no problems. ‘~bis
,V.S i relief, becatts. .I ,,,eck before the

aistiibt,tion the local cbickcr~s ntnnis>g
free nt,d ,vild in th. to,.. had all come

do,vn \$ith cholern and most of thcm
,,,crc dead, N“b.ay ,vas ,vorryir,g nbotxt

tile pi”go chicke,,s catching cholera
bccactse “they ,vere ,,accinated cbicke,] s.”

IVhcn I explainea that they ,vere wtcci-
t,atea only against Nc\vcastlc and “ot

cholera, tbero ,vas “o reaction. Nothing
co”la happen to those grca t- footea, mag-
nificent creat<tres.

E\,erytbing \!>as fix,. for :, cotiple of
,,,ccks, n“a then RIm6,1 rt,sbcd into toi\,!l

on. morning to tell me that o,le of his
chickex,s ~vas picking all tbe tail featbcrs
o,d of the others, 1-1. \!,as very ,\$orticd
Sam. of the ctickcns bad bloody rear
ends. “~OL1”llhave to sep.rxte the ebickc”
right .,”~~,” 1 told him. He \\,cnt bomc

and put the ottda~<rchicke,l in the bot,se,
ties by a piccc of vi.. to tbe leg of a
stool. ‘rbe next mor”i”g be \\,os back;
nnothcr cbickc” i,, the group \,,as mzdly
pecking otlt tail feathers.

“Don’t pl,lic,” I saia. “Yo”’11 ha,,c to

separate this one too,” \Vitbi,> five dn),s
be had separa tea fi,.c chickens; they ~\,ere
ties in the kitchen, o“tsiae ,Ctlaer palm
trees, tt”der the steps. Ram6n had a

h~rned look, and he cme in one day
tdtedy defeated; all 0,. chickens \vere

p=king each o~ler’s tail feathers- “011,
my GOd,” he said, “I aon’t \“a”t ln?
chickens to aie.”

I read ,1P on debeaking. We \vent out

P From the book Living Poor by Moritz Thomsen. To be

published by the University of Washington Press.
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and uses a rca-hot ,vood chisel to c“t
and burn a piccc of beak from the ,>et,-
rotic creat(,res. All through the operation
Ram6n \vas distraught. I ~.as killing his
chickens; I was c,,ttit,g off too much; I
,,.as makhg them s,,ffer. They looked
sort of stupid \vith their beaks cttt off,

.z,c1 1 “sac the mistake of laugbi.g at
their appearance. Ram6n ,s,as ft>rious
,.itb me. “Ye”’re really enjoying yet, rsclf,

are,,’t you? be \vould ask me after eoch
t,en baa g“nc thro,,gb ber oracal, giving
m. the cola glance of total rejection.
\vhe,, ,VC bad debemkcd 10 of G,. 12 h.

told me that &at ,,.s all, mcatling, 1
four,a ot!t I:,ter, that that \\,asall be cocda
stand for 0“. say.

Before that Ramb,] uses to come by
the bo”sc almost c,fery e\,cnix]g, along
,s,ith otbcr of my frie,lds, and \,isit for a
f.,,, min”tcs, b~,t he dia,l’t sbo,v ,,P for

se\,eral days. He sat i,l the doonvay of
his s“ltin ;tcross the street, tiltccl against

the \rsali, starii>g at tile palm trees. O“
some days he probably dia.’t sell more
tha,, half a dozen cigarettes and a Sietc

Oop–\vhicb means S.ven-Up, just in cnse
your Castilian is a little rltsty. 1 yotdd
stop by to ask him about the cbi.ketls,
ht,t he ,..s i“ a depressio,l, o sort of
shock, and he \vouhf hegin his sentences
!\,ith cxpr.ssio”s like, “If it is God’s ,,,ill,”
The chickens \vcren’t eating, he told me.
HO%Vcould tbcy, poor crcat.res? “Aria
yott’re right, they are sort of ugly.”

“Rt,t almost every chick.,] in the
U,,itea Ststes is dcbeakea,” I saia. “Just
keep more feed in the bamboo.”

‘“All tbcy eat is tbc corn, the poor little
ones: thev cat,’t eat the concc. trate, it’s
too6ne.”

“Yo”’11 ha.. to crind the com finer,-
is <d].”

“Yes, I’ll gri,]d it fi”eq perhaps, Cod
,,,illi,,g, they \vill learn to eat.”

The “cxt dny Ram6” arrivea at the
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house vey early in the morning to tell
me that the chickens were veV newo.s
a“d that some of them were gohg,

“’squawk, squawk>” and t~ing around
i“ circles. We \vent o“t and watched the

chickens. They seemed perfectly nomal,
h“t some of them were ve~ thin.

“1 think it’s your i“aginatio”,” I told
him. “1” a few days they’ll lea.” how to
eat better. ”

“If Cod tishes,” Ram6n said, sadly,
That afternoon the first of h. chick-

ens died, and the ,>ext day two more
died. W. lvad a Iot,g conference at the
chick.” house; we doubled the Terrt-
mych, changed the waterers, growd up
“ew corn with new concenkate. I pointed
out a crack in the roof to be fixed. “They
have to sleep dry,’” I told him sternly.
“I think they have cholera.”

“Vncci”ated chickens \vith cholera,”
Ram6n said. “No, my poor babies are
stawing to death.”

The “cxt night, after fill the famers
had left the house, Ram6” came to tak;
the fourth chicken had jc,st died. “Before
you came,” he slid, “well, you kow how
poor I was; 1 hmd nothing. But I \v&s
happy; 1 lived ,vifio”t woties. But now,
my God, I am half crazy witi womy.”
His voice broke and great tears swam in
his eyes. “Oh, my poor chickens,” he
said. “Oh, I don’t want them to die.”

I had tafkcd to b before nho”t ho,v

little by Iittlc he could increase his flock;
I bad told hti that I hoped one day he
would have 100 chickens. Now, be said,

this plan was tefiying. “1 think it is
GOSS \vill that 1 not have chickens,” he
told m.. “It may even be Go$s \vill *at
I always live poorly, but no,. I W I
will just raise tic ,p~ir of pigs that YOU

have promised to bring me .“d “ot have
chicken s,”

“YOU can’t let four lousy chickens
,vreck yOu, hfe,” I told h. “1 don’t
think God is involved ti this htlsiness;

YOU have to consid.r this cxperie”ce as
a valuable lesson and keep trying.”

“NO one else has sick chickens,” Ram6n
said, “Only this ignorant, brute zambo
has sick chickens.”

I had to go to Quito for seeds and
&icke” concentrate, and I htked to my
boss, Ed”ardo Sotomayor, about the prob-
lem. Ed”~rdo decided to take me back to
Rio Verde and look tigs over. As \ve
,vaked “p the beach with Ram6” to
look at tbe chickens, 1 wked Ed”ardo to

give a good inspirational talk i“ Spanish
about “if at first you don’t succeed,” etc.
Ed”~rdo was ma~ficent, and Rm6”

listened intendy, hpaled on eloquence.
“Did I c“t off too much beak~ I

asked Ed”ardo at the chicken house,

“YoLt could have cnt off eve” more,”
Ed”ardo said,

“TeU Rm6n h Spanish,” I said. “H.

doesn’t b.bev. me; he think 1 mined
his chickens.”

“B”t it’s not the beaks that’s x.rong,
Ae birds had cholera.”

“Tell Ram6” in Spanish,” I said. “’Tell
hti in your beautiful, clear Spanish so
that he understands pedcctly.”

Ed”ardo took the last of the sick
chickc”s back to Quito and sent me the
res”lb of the lab report–cholera. Passing
Ram6n’s house a few days later I stopped
t minute to talk to Ester. Ram6n’s seven
&ickens \vere eating and dancing =ound.
“Ram6n just left,” she told me. “He was
c“tti”g off the beaks of a couple of
chickens that you missed be fore.”

That ,,ight Ram6” came by the house
n“d apologized for he Io”g doubts he
had had about me. “1 want to get started
right away on the new chicken hot,se,”
be said. ‘Td liko to buy 43 of the new
chickens to make an even 50, and then
ofter tho com is planted, b,,ild another
cticken house. By June, God ,vilkg, 1
will have 100 chickens. You know what
~m going to b“y when I am ricb~ he
said, begi””i”g to Ia”gh with delight at
the idea, “A poir of shoes. Oh, my God.
hfy God?

*****

The presence of Wai

I heard about Wai a couple of months

before I met him. He lived up tbc beach
from town a“d was almost always o“t on

the sea ~tig to catch enough fish for
bis seven or eight children, his widowed
metier, and his constantly prepant wife.
The tow” was boasting about him after

one of the local fiestas. In a way be >vas
the town’s proudest possession, for he
did things that stirred the people in the
depths of their unconscious. He had been
getting q“i.tly drunk in Pablo’s sa16n,
a,,d five or maybe eight men from across
the river bad ta”ntcd him, secure in tbek
collective sbengtb, Wai had taken them
all on at once, tossing them o“t though
doors and windows, along with aU the
tnbles and chaks and finaUy Pablo ti-
seff, and then had stood alone ti the
sa16n, made dark “o\v by the ovetimed
and broken lamp, bawlkg to all his
friends who stiyed discreetly alert b the

corners of the empty room, “Just don’t
touch me, just please, don’t mybody
touch me,” So 1 hked Wai before 1 ever
saw him, I hew jmt how he fel! he
stimed tigs h my om mconscio.s.

I met Wai on my first ChrisWas Eve
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i“ Rio Verde b Ram6”’s depresstig sa16n
,vhere I had gone to &tik beer. Wai was

sitting at a table with three other fisher-
mc”, 011 of them \veari”g tattered clothes

and no shoes, all of them with the patient
but sligh fly distraught faces of alcoholics
witio.t a penny beween them for a
drink b“t secure in the possibility of a
miracle,

\Vai domtiated the table; “o, be domi-
natd the whole room. He wasn’t n giant
exacdy, but in his countiy of small, deli-
cate people, his 6 feet a“d 190 pounds
gave him aU tie qualities of a mont]ment.
He was 34 years old, a“d the amatig
thing about his face ,vas that there was
notbi”g written on it, absolutely noth-
ing. It \vas as pure ad open, as free
from vice, passion, sahess or terror-in
short, from life ibelf—as the cawed ala-

baster mask of an Egyptian god. In one
light bis face was almost p.rc Negro, in
n“otber light, pure Indian, He held bis

peat hands peacefully open and unmov-

~g uPon his knees. Looking at him yots
know tb~t his rags, made doubly con-

spicuO~Bsin he midst Of all the Chrishas
&cry, \vere only a disguise. He had ar-
rived on earth to test mankind.

“1s that g“y over there the one who
beat “n on all *. Palestina tiamvs~ I
asked Ram6n, already hewing.

~“Yes: Ram6n said. vroudlv. “That’s
my friend, Wai.” He’ &shed ‘over and,
like a small puppy attacking a tiger, be-

gan feinting and pummel~g at Wais whO
sat there as placidly as an idol accepting
Rambn’s homage.
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An hour later the four fisbemc]> \verc

still sitting “at the tnble \vaiting, \vith
tbosc qt,iet, peaceful expressions on their
faces, as the Cbtimas celebration s\virled
arot,”d them. I coidd”’t stand it and
asked Rnm6. to send a botde of .g!tar-
[liante over to’their table. Haff n. hour
Inter \Vai bought a bottle of beer, came

over to our table, introduced himseff,
a,,d presented me \vitb the beer. He \vas

a man of propriety.
He \vas as shy as a girl \vith me, and

1 i,ith him. 1 ,..s in a presc”cc. For the
first time in my Iifc I hmd come up

a6ainst a natural man2 a m~n ~vitllOltt n
fagade, \vitbout a mask, He .,,as as sim-
ple, as placid, as uncomplicated as Adam
-before the episode \viti the apple. It
shook me to my fo[tndations.

That fink year 1 could never \\,ork ivith

\\rai. He \vos t!,ildly independent and not
a little in love wih his o,,m poverty. He
,,,.s probably the poorest ma” in toxw

aside from a couple of hopeless dr”nk-
ards and my neighbor, Ca dos Torres,
who ,..s so shiftless that he and bis f~m-
ily ,vo”ld have died of hu,,ger if bis
mother ditit someho\v feed them. }V(i’s
poverty gave bim a certain stat~ts. EvcT-
o.e lo~$cdhim bcca”se he “o”rished 1,0
envy in anyone, and he ,vas poor for
good, a.ccptablc reasons–fds enomo.s
fnmily, ,s,ltich drove him to drink.

\Vxi co,dd never ttnderstand \vhat the
Peace Corps xvas all about. It \\,cnt

ag~inst c\,e~thing he had lczmed ~bo.t
life; the.. \,.as somed,ing prcpostero.s,
something dangerous, about a rich \,,hitc

man living in his to\vn and talb)g about
,,,orki”g ,vitb him, helping h make

more money—for nothing. H. k“e\v that
&ere xvere stings atiached, fiat he
,,.ould e“d “p compromised, his integ-
rity Ilm,.ed, No, no, no. NO thanks.

TWng tO snenk in he back doOr, I
plai, ted a small gardem \vith four or five
of his children. On plantkg day \ve \vere
follo,ved ,,p to the garden site by \Vai’s
mother”s pet pig, and as ,ve pla”tcd he
hawcsted, }Vhat the pig hadn’t rooted

UP, the first heavy ,vinter rains washed
a,,.ay ‘I cot,ple of \veeks later.

A year passed. One day I overheard

*
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the high tide, looking for Indian gold
“HOW mttch gold have you got~ I asked
her. “Give me your gold ~nd I’ll sell it;
if there’s enough I’ll bri,,g yo,t the

4
machine.”

/ got my Peace Corps applica-

tion at the post office in Red Bluff,

Calif., Put it on the table in the

kitchen, and walked around it for
10 days without touching it, as

though it were primed to detonate
—as indeed it was—trying to con-

vince myself that for a 48-year-old

iarmer fhe idea of Peace Corps

service was impractical and fool-
hardy,

I had read that a Peace Corps

Vol”nfeer would live if the level

of the people with whom he

worked and thaf they would be

poor. Well, / could do that; I had

been living poor for years. I had

Ram6” talki,,g ,vith s“mcone. “Ay, that
poor men, Wai. The fish aren’t hitii,g and
his kids haven’t eate,l for a co”plc of

days.” Wai, 50 .cnts in debt to AIw,ro,
the st.rekeepcr, had no more credit; but

my Credit was still good. 1 hot,gbt 10
pot,nds of rice and some beans nnd took
them “p to Wai’s hot,se. Wai \vas ““t
fishing, 1 left the pack~ges ,,,ith Gloria,
his ,vife, Aho”t t,vo \veeks later gourds
full of sbrtip and oysters began artivi”g
at my 1,0”s. every afternoon, five and
Sk po,,nds at a time. Wai, it t“r”cd out,
,vas splitting his catch ,vith me, I ,ve”t

up to his ho”so on S“.day, thanked him,
and explained that “si,~cc 1 had X>Oplans
for opening a seafood restn,, rant, 1 \vas

giving a~vaY go per cent Of \vhat he
bro,,ght me.

Later i“ that same month Wzi cam. to
my ho”sc o“ n Saturday night. H. had
been drinking a little, ,vhich ,vas about
the only way he could ever talk to me
easily, H. begs” to tbz”k m. for the rice,
b“t he choked “p, stopped talking, s“d
suddenly burst tit. tears. \Vbe. he could

speak again, he tOld me tflat I ~VaS fie
only one in to\m wbo had helped him
and that 1 was bis friend forever. For a
dollar’s \vorth of rice and hea”s, I 6g-
urcd it \vas the biggest bargain of my
tifc, He told me hat he had talked eVe,y-
tbing over ,vith fi ,vife and mother, a“d
they had decided that there ,votdd be “o
danger in working ,vith me. “The troth

read that the Peace Corps was

desperate for agrlculfural people.

Good. ThaVs ail / knew. I had

raised p;gs, corn, alfalfa, beans

and pasture, had laid out or-
chards, leveled land, and put ;n

wells. And / liked (arming. I liked

being outside; rows of growing

corn, cattle grazing on green pas-
tures, the dusty excitement of a
grain harvest—these things were
like music to me.

Finally / filled out the app/ica-

fion and sent it fo Washi”gto”.

And / was accepted; Sarge”f Shri-
ver wanted me to go to Ecuador.

—Moritz Thomsen

is,” W.i said, “yolt \vcrc like a god out
of bcavcn to “s.” Sill.. 1 \vas abcady
secrcdy convi,,ccd that Wai ~vas some
primitive deity, it tt,r.ed into z real co”-
froi,tatio” of tbc gods.

Well, . . . began to \vork togetier in
Various little projects, b“t ,]0.c of them
,.OS very st,ccessf”l. Efe couldn’t figure
o“t the relationship ti,at 1 \vanted to de-
velop, o,,. that ,vo”ld teach him inde-

pendence and a reliance o“ his own
abilities. I ,,,anted hti to get ht. some-
fl>i”g that ,,,o”ld sustain him xftor I \vas
go,,.. B<tt be couldn’t see it that \vay. He
gave me his fricndsbip and f?tatesof
shrimp, and 1 \vas his p.lrdn; be came
to me \vhen h. was i!, trouble. Aboi,t
once a month h. ~votdd show IIp \vben
he’ k“cw that I was going into Esme-
raldas. He “ceded half a pound of 6sb-
li”e or a mill for grindir,g com or a

bottle of uom medicine for one of his
children. He never qt,estioned \vbetbcr
I would bring hti the things he needed.

His bca”tif”l old mother, the Sefiora
Pa”cha, stopped m. on tho beach o,,.

day. Shc needed a sexving machine, on.
with a pedal, Would I please bring it
to her the next time I \ve”t to Quito?
“No,” 1 told her. “1 don’t have that
much money; it’s impossible.’,

“Whc” it comes,” she said, “~11 patch

your clothes; tie \vay you wafk around
is scandalous.”

EveW day she combed tbc beach after

“1 ,,,a”t to leave h. gold to my chil-
dren,,,” sbc cxplai,,ed. “It’s “ot good for a
mother to dic a“d ha.. nothing to Icavc
her chihfre”.” She prod,,ccd a small glnss
bottle from some hidden pocket in some

hidden skirt nnd poured the gold into my
hand, littte flakes of gold that she had
fo(,nd tl,ro,,gh the mo”tbs, n,, India”
nose ri,lg, a t,visted object like a spoon.

“S.11 your gold,” 1 said. “YOLI can
make mt!ch more mor,cy sc,vi”g clothes,
a!,d leave yo(ur children real money
i“stcad, ”

“T~kc it: sbe said, ,vitb peficct tmst.
h, Quito a jeweler ~ppraised tile gold

at arot, z)d $12; I told o“. of the Peace
Corps secretaries ahoctt the problem find

she \vrote to her father, ,vbo sent me
a“otb.r $15. I \vo”t back n“d mad. an

elaborat. dell \vitb Se50ra Pa”cha; she
,vt,s to repair my ,.or”-o,,t ~,xnts for the
rest of my life. About a mo”tb later 1
brought her :, “e]. sc,.ing macbi”c. It
,,..s somethi,,g she had dreamed about
o\vr,i”g for 25 years, at Icast, h~tt sbc
had accepted it as “ah,rally as a glmss

of ~vatcr. Didn’t the family ha.. a pa-
tr~vs “o\v, Don btarti., xvbo took care of

~
all their “ccds? A f.,. days later I \vas
,,,”rki”g tzp ““ the farm ,vith hra”d new
clothes mad. o“t of old feed bags, find
you cotdd tell that d,. regnrded mc as

someone as big ond mon”mcntal as hcr
son, for cverytbing \vas do”hlc size, HOC-
ing ,vecds 1 looked like n ship “I,dcr

full sail,
Wai’s projecb? 1 hro.ght him a sim-

ple and beat,tif”l little stool carved out
of a si,,gle block of \vood by t],. Jivaro
Indians i“ tie ha..” Basin, He copied
it ,vitb his machete a“d a tool that he

“scd for making canoes, and h a fe\v
months be \vas tt, ming o“t one or t,vo a
,veck. B,! t 1 ,..s soon glutted \vitb stools.
I s“ld about 15 to other Volunteers but
could find “o store in Quito that would
PIY tbe $2 that we figured .ve had to get.

Wai ,,,as afraid of tie chickc” b,,si-
ness. It took h.o years of watching
Ram6” and Orestes cleatling up on their

eggs befOre he WaS wilfing tO ~Y it
Fi,,ally be started clearing jungle behind
his bo”se for tom, and one day he asked
me to bring him some chickens. He built

a &unken chicken coop, so leaning and
erratic, so oblivious to all tbe laws of
gravity, that \vhen he sho\ved it to me

~
we both broke do~.n into boots of laugh-
ter. It ,vas unbelievable. “Oh, weff,” I



told hb, “1 guess the chickens ,Von’t
knots, the d~crence.”

Tbk project \.as x total flop. He had
the com but lacked the money for prw
tein supplement. He felt that supplying
his 30 chickens \vith protein \vas my job,
b“t I didn’t have the-money either A“d

actually hc never really bcbeved that
chickens needed a supplement. Giving
them pure corn and keeping &em locked
“p \vas so revol”tiona~ that the mtid
boggled; he couldn’t go any futi.r.

h{ost of the cbicke,,s gre,v “p finally,

bttt they never \vent into paying produc-

tion, and Wai’s son Clever kept stealing

the eggs to buy candy, After a fe~,,
months, feeling the necessity for a good

dmnk, Wai sold a fe!v of his hens for a
party; after that he had a patiy e~,e~
week t,ntil the hem were gone. Under
the circumstances it \vas the best cottrse.

*****

Rhflhm of tio Verde

March tvas the poorest ttie of year i“
Rio Verde, the time before the shrimp

hawest begs,,, and there \vas probably
not S5 in cash h the \vhole tow.
b{any nights the street \.as deserted by
7:3o, the radios dead and the people
deeping. Perhaps one or t,vo young men
filled with feisty and lustful tboughb. . .
,vandered tie street, tieamtig ot a becK-

ontig hand at a candletit windo,v, but by
nine they too had given up.

The fight plant had been broken do~~m
for four months, and at night tbe bam-

boo houses showed hlnck a.d de~erted
looking against the stars or glo~ved coldly
silver in moonlight. It tvas deathly quiet

Y“
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except for tic wcasio”al .ryhg of a
baby; overhead i“ moo”ligbt the sea
birds circled the to,vn catching the t,p
draft from the shore tvink as they sti,ck
the bifl. All night long the birds floated
above the to,w; tijeraz they are called
becet,se of their long scissor-like tails.

Wbe” 1 go to bed at eight I feel like
hitting tbc deck by four, a“d many times
1 ,,,.s tie fifit ma” a,.ake in to,a, After
a c“p of coffee 1 used to,valk o“t on tbe
dock a“d .vatcb the sky begin to brigbtcn
over tbe hills. The river ca,,gbt the first
light and seemed to hold more than tbe
sky, a“d the” o“t past the sand bar the
sea beg.” to g]o,v P8]e]y,

The tow” came a,vake \vitl, tbe roosk-

ers nn”o”.cing tbe day. Tbc so””d of

tbe roosters ,,sed to be ..,,co”s and dis-
mrbhg, b“t ,vhen tier. . . . . . Peace
Corps roosters i“’ that hrnssy overtire, it
,\,as like music to me. ( “Ah dies m{o,”
Alexat>dro said, “bow 1 love to lie i“ hed
i“ the momi”g darkness n“d listen to my
roosters sing.” ) They cballc.ged each

otbcr in to,m and i“ Pal.sti”a across the
river, philosophizing, proclaiming heir
existence like a celebration.

Tbc first fisbemc” walked barefoot
do,.,, tbe stre.t, it, their tattered \vork
clothes a“d big stia,v bati, car~ng pad-
dles, f“ded s~ils, a“d a ball of string or
a shrimp net. The pump h tow began
its bleak sq”?wki”g as tbc kids appeared
with gourds to collect brine \vater for
washing. Do” Julio i“ a“ undershirt, tbc
head of the town council, washed in the

Pump an~l \val~d th. le.gth of tbc to\vn
like n watchdog cbechg tbi”gs o“t a“d
the” hoed weeds i“ tbc street. The weeds
\vere hec-high, and Do” Julio was a
realist. He went inside and stood a long
time i. tbe \,,indo\v gaing o“t over tie
OCea”,

Alvaro opened his store; moke drifted
o“t of the kitchens a“d b,,ng over the
houses i“ the still air, Tbe children
shopped fofi] breakf~st, perhaps trading
a“ egg for ? half pound of rice or a
cl,.mk of brow” sugar mixed wi ih ~oce
““t. The famen left for the comfield~
or the ha”an+ plantings, fie s“n cme

UP and tbe VUlt,IIeS cl~tstered in the tops
of palm trees or a“ the bcacb with their
,.i”gs spread open, drying themselves out
like bndly ,vasbed Iat,ndry. The birds
cried in the salt grass, harsh, rasping
Ec.adoria” bird cries. O“e octtside tbe
back door called to me evew day ac.
cording to L“>ho, it was the bird ,vhb

annot,nces a death. Co away, bird!
Lastly, tb: ‘teenagers appemed. in the

streets wa”deri”g “p and down like lost
SO,,h. Tbe day had begnn, a“ “ncba”g.
i“g day full of ve~ small s,t~rises hardly

north fi”di”g o“t about.

hd this rhyti of fife ,vas closely
tied to the pasfi we were li.i”g on a“
enomo”s garbage dump of prc-lnca”
clay frapents. me plaza, btdldozed o“t
of tbe bill by a bigbw,ay Cat, ,vas almost

pure fra~en~–brok.n pieces of pots,
children’s tops, ceremonial \vhistles,
beads, torsos, a“d feet of hums” a“d
animal 5g”res, Farther t,p the biff Alex-
a“dro could h“rdly plant his .om for the
fra&e”ts in his field, and i“ the g.wde.s
almost every shovclf”l of dirt held some
reminder of the to,m’s a“cien t life. The
cemetc~ appeared to have be.” in con-
ti”+?l “se for over 2,000 years; the re-
rnai”s of a tab, a grave mo,>”d, still lay

just over the fe”ke,
Wbe” school I/t ot,t &ree mo”tbs

eadi.r, the town’s more ambitions or des-
perate kids gradually disappcared–Wil-
SO”, Jorge, Pancho, Ricardo, Emesto, o
co”plo of otiors-tbc co””tV kids \vi&
“o ,vork ,vho \vere finally driven away.
1 used to see them wandering i“ the

streets of Esmcraldas with Amt same va-
cant, dreaming look, in I gentle shock,

“How are yo” doing, EmcstoT
“Oh, fine, I have a job ,vhe” tbc b~-

na”a boats are i“,”
“well, that’s &eat:
“Ycs, it’s good to have n job. Lis-

ten, Do” h4arti” c8” yo” lea” me a
nickel; I hnve”,t e~ton yet today,

Tell Mother S11 be back h the time of
carniva l.”

But most of them never did come
back, ““d i“ time dreamed of an idyllic
cbildbood, remembering m“ning the
b~,lls, riding the breakers, or the sound

of &e sea a“d the d~ sound of the ti”d
i“ the pgh tiees, or some odd b“t vivid

s“”set that lived in &e memory–forget-
ti”g the ht,”ger a“d the sameness of the
days.

*****

Rumom and resentments

I had always bee” aware of tbe jcal-
ottsies in the to\a, bt,t “o\v I began to
sce th=t I bod ““derestimatcd their pow-
er to order the lives of the people. It
bcga” to get thro”gb to me. Ramb”
Arcos, dmnk, bt,ttonholed me on the
stieet. He wanted 10 s“cres to get

dn,fier and \vhen I said “NO: he said
I \vas a bad mtn who helped only tbe
rich like Rsm6n fiedo and Alcxa”dro.
“RicbY I cried, “They’rc the poorest

PeOPle in tom.” But, of CO”rSe, it ~as”,t
tmc any more, Ram6” was about to get
his 100& chicken, a“d Alexa”dro \%sas“p
to 70, A year ago they had bee” emo”g
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the poorest people; “O,V they ,,,... about
to be the richest. ~ere ,,.as real dissatis-
fnctio” i“ Rio Verde about tie job I \vas
doing, and eve~ dsy 1 heard reports of
my favoritkm. Rumors reached me thnt a
couple of old ,vise @ys ,vho ke,v all
about tbe Peace COTS ,verc tellil,g eve~-
one hat I ,$,.s making “o”ey off tie
people, that tie cbi.kens 1 sold sbo,dd
be gifts, a“d that the Ioa”s 1 was making

did “ot bavc to be repaid, It \vns pad of

mY 10b tO give people money, they said.
It \vas a curious, back-biting time.

Everyone ,vas angry a“d jcaloc,s of Ra-
m6” and Alexa”dro, ,vbo \vcre each sell-
ing about 40 eggs a d~y. 1 ,,.ns pt,tti”g
Miguel o“ my cbicke” list for tbe “e,.
chickens, b“t I hadn’t p“t Milto”,s name
dotm. I was spending all my ttic ,vork-
ing o“ Ram6n’s fnm. (He bad re”tcd 10
acres from Don Julio for $2.50 a year. )
1 \vas helping W.i make stools to sell b“t
bnd rebticd L“cbo ,vben he ,vanted to
make stools, too, Orestcs bnd said, “TO
hell ,vitb he gri”gq I don’t have to pay
back ,“y of tbe money for the cbickcns
if I don’t ,vant to.” Pn”cho had said, “1
am bored with these damned chickens
a“d ,vo”ld fike to get rid of the”.,’ Mi-
&el bad said, “-––,” I tiied to ig”orc
all of these small tow, \vhisper.d stories,
but in the back of my rni”d I ,vas gro\,,-
ing s“spicio”s a“d ““cert~in.

*****

Premature conference

The Peace COTS office i“ Quito i.-
vited me to take part i“ the tcmi”a-
tio” proceedhgs of my group. 1 would
bc practically a guest, since I had bee”
sick a“d I still hnd five months or so to
make “p. B,, t in a rather ““typical ex.
ample of mindless Peace Corps b“reat,c.
racy, 1 was told to go tho”gb tic mw

tions of temi”ating, just as tbo”gb 1
were”’t going back to Rio Verde.

My Cod, was it almost over? This was
. . . of the’ fetv tbi”gs ,ve bad i“ tom.
m.”, a feeling of amazemc”t hat the

contract !vas almost f“lfiUed and that it

was the to go home.
I s“eakcd into the Heifer office one

morz,ing a“d typed o~tt a letter request.
i.g a“ exte”sio” of one yew in Rio
Verde. I typed it all out, sig”cd it, a“d
tore it up; and the” I xvc”t to Rio Verde
and tbo,, gbt real hard for another monti
znd typed tbe letter o“t again, There
would”’t “be a“yo”e crying and wcepi”g

ivbcn 1 left mv to~—exce~t mavbe ,vitb
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Tunisian structures
‘ ‘“:f

were of special interest to Volunteer Tim Mitchell

.+

‘ ‘“}.a

when he was an architect-planner for Tunisia’s public ‘i
works ministry. Mitchell, who sewed in Tunisia from ‘: “$s
1966 until last July, was enthusiastic about the ‘/’
possibility of “using traditional forms as a point of

(J

,’ .. ~ -+

reference in developing modern Tunisian responses ,,;

to architectural and planning demands.,’ Presented ~’
here are some of the traditional forms which he

found useful. Mitchell took these photographs during

his travels around the north Aftican republic, and ii’
he acknowledges that not all the

significant places and structures of I
Tunisia are represented.

1“ southern Chenini, a boy stands next to

a wrought iron window grill which might have been’
4carried home by. villager working in thetig ci~. ~



I
Even f,om a distance the neighborhood mosque was hard
to miss. This one o“ the island of Djerba, off the southeast
coast of Tunisia, grows out of a surrounding terrace that also
collects cistern water. In the open count ~side the most striking forms

are often reserved for the most si~”if icant buildings.
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LA storehouse in southern Ksar Haddada
~o”sists of barrel vaulted chambers

joined by common sidewalls. Semi-urban
sett!eme”ts such as this are often

agricultural ce.ters. The stOrage
buildings are the more permanent structures;
ho”si”g consists of portable tents

or earth dug-outs.
On the island of Djerba, workshops for weavers are a

unique arrangement of common co”str.ction done with
available materials simply applied. The common techniques
displayed by such scattered non-communities show the

development of organizational skills.



From a high back street in the tow” of Le Kef, the domes

of an important mosque establish a f,ame of reference
for the distant valley pa.o,ama.



Lower o“ the hill, at the entrance to
the same mosque, the panorama is closed off
by subordinate buildings for pilgrims.
Here the domes assume a secondav role and

the minaret dominates the main street.
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Current action in Congress

Conference committee actioxl in the
Collgress will he necessa~ before
the Peace Corps knotvs ho~v much
money it bvill have for fiscal year 1970
(already three months old) and
,vbether it xviU have authority to sup-
ervise a small versio,> of an exchange
Peace CO~s.

The House Forei~ Affairs Com-
mittee reported the Peace COTS bill
to the Hoor without cutting a ce,>t of
the $101.1 milkon requested. (’Che
request was already $900,000 less
than what \vas appropriated to run
the Peace COWS in FY 1969. )

When it reached the floor Sept. 9,
tbc hill withstood all attempt by lo\va
Congressman H. R. Gross to cut the
autbori~ation by $11 tiOio,>. The full
htldget was defended by Florida Con-
gressman Dante Fascell, among
others, \vho noted that: “For every $1
million that you cut the a~inishatior,
request, you must reduce the p~ogram
about 118 people. So you can use
your OWII judgment and make your
o\vn oroeram if voll will. But I re-

.e

Spectfully su~mi~to YOU that the
present request should be supported
because there has been careful col>sid-
eratio,l by this administration; and
Ibecause over a period of time under
the previous administration the re-
quest :Irld appropriation have been
scaled do\vl>\vard; and there \vas a
tighte,litlg in the ahinis bation; azld
because the, program has been success-
ftll i“ areas and on matters that are
fundamental to the kind of social, edu-
cational and health development pro-
grams that \ve \vould all hke to see
ill developing countries.”

Congressman Comehus Gallagher
of Ne\v Jersey, who co-sponsored the
legislation in the House creating the
Peace COTS, said, “For those it
(Peace Corps) has assisted, there is
r>o fir>er ambassador from the United
States tbatl tbe volunteer Peace Co~s-
,nan.

“1 have had the opportunity to meet
,vith many of o“r Peace Corps Volun-
teers. The chance to do so has heel>

●
at, inspiration, Th~e yout>g men and
,.ome,, perfom their tasks not be-
cause somebody else is doing it, not
because it is materially re~varding to
do it, b“t in the work of President

Kel>nedy, because it is right to do it.
“And if we in Congress are to do

,vbat is right, we \vill pass the Peace
COWS bill before us, pass it \vithout
reservation, but with knowledge that
,ve are funding a corps for ,vhom the
pltrsuit of peace is a full-time job:

b4eatIwbile, Congr-small Wayne
Hays of Ohio successfully attached all
:Imendment prohibiting the Peace
Corl>s from spending any money on
,111 exchange Peace CO~s, hat is,
I>ringir>g foreign nationals to the U.S.
to \vork on a v?lunta~ basis.

In effect, the amendment would
bar the Peace COPS from operating
the Volunteers to America program
tvbich has been under the State De-
p~rtment for WO years at)d \vas re-
cently transferred to the Peace COVS
by executive order, :t move rese!lted
by a number of Congressmen \vho
felt sllch a tiansfer of authority should
have been handled by the legislative
branch. Peace Corps Director Joe
131mtchford h:ld stated ill earlier com-
[nittee hearings that he expected to
sl>e,ld :tbotlt $100,000 on such a pro-
~ram.

But Hays, co-author of the Hays-
Ftdbrivht Act \vhicb sends scholars.=
:Ibroad, argued: “This (Volunteers to
America) is a pilot program, ar>d 1
\vant it to stny in the cultural affairs
division of the State Depar~el>t, and
not be put over into the Peace COVS
,vhere it can grow like Topsy, and
,vi”d “p God Almighty knows \vhat.”

Congressman John Flynt, Jr. of
Georgia said: “If there is merit to this
proposal–and I doubt setiol!sly if
there is any merit in it–for a reverse
Peace COWS, then let the State De-
partmet,t come before Col>gress in SI1
i>rderly fashion a]>cl ask the Foreigrl
Affairs Committee to specifically au-
thorize it with authorizing legislation>.”

1,> committee sssions no language
\\,as added to the Peace COWS bill
giving or del>ying allthority to operate
an exchange program. As Congress-
man lioss Adair of Indiana expl~ined:
“1,1 the (committee) report ~ve simply
suggest that ~ve do not object if the
Director of the Peace Corps elects 10
lose IIot more than $100,000 from the
e.tisti[)g funds for the exchange Peace
Corps.

‘<This, I should point out, \vould
irl no \vay incre=e the authorizatiotl
by $100,000. The Director ~vould
lxlve to find the money in existing
funds or the funds \vhich \ve authorize
no\v for fiscal year 1970. If this re-
sbicti,>g language should remain in
the bill, there is a possibili~ that the
cotlti,luatio,l of this program might
,lot be funded any place at all and,
tb”s, it would die.

“The exchange Peace Corps is :1
program \vbicb has some merit. It
!leeds tu be approached \vith n great
deal of caution as has been dotle and
,vill c“ntin”e to he done. I think \ve
ot,ght not to deny tbe Director of the
Peace COWS this small bit of ffexibi-
Iity.”

B“t Hays’ amendment passed C,I,
,,”ice vote; then on a roll call vote the
House by 281 to 52 approved the
budget of $101.1 million.

Stltdying the Peace Corps 0,1 the
Sel];lte side, the Foreign Relations
Committee on Sept. 10 approved the
bill extending the Peace Corps for a
year but cut its budget hack to $92.8
milliot>. After action or> the Senate
floor, a co,>ference of tbe tio Elouses
,vill he necessary to iron out the dif-
ferences ill the bill.

Country directors

meet in Washington

Summoned by letter and cable,
Peace Corps directors from 61 coun-
tries fle~v into Washington in mid-
September fur the first such world-
\vide staff con fere]>ce ever held. Their
task: to add final fom at)d polish to
Director Joe Blatchforc~s “,~e\v di-
reclio]>s” for the Peace COTS.

Aiissing (IIIly \NIS Ed White, coun-
try director i,> Libya, \vhosc travel
plaxls rail afoul of :1 coup *&tat.

“Let’s get CIO%VIIto \vork,” Blatch-
ford told the directors right off. “Ho\v
CaII \ve best serve the rleeds of tbe
,vorld—a”d the United States—in the
1970SY

M(lch discussion ce,>tered 011 the
director’s plan tu field expanded
!lumbers of skilled, older Voht,lteers-
includit>g a trial grotlp of 200 to go
overseas \vith their familim.

Skilled Volunteers, mostly blue col-
lar \vorkers a,~d famers, could SOCIII
comprise 30 per cent of Volunteers
it~stead of tbe ctlrrent 5 per cent,
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DeP”~ ,Director Tom Heuser said.
After a fuU week of meetigs-at a

d~ farm tied motel in nemby
Fredericksbwg, Vs.–the m“n~ di-
rectors retied to Washington for a
White Howe reception tith Presi-
dent Ntion and ambassadors from
countri- seined by the Peace COWS.
Then they were to &avel to Ne\v
York where Blatchford was to present
UN. Secretay General UThant witi
a letter from the President promistig
U.S. support for the concept of inter-
national volunta~ sewice.

A full report on the cotierence
and on changes in Peace COTS
stdng and programming wi~ he in
next mon~s VOLWTEER.

CORRECTION

Tm VOLWN~ER regre~ the errors
made in last montis account (Mem-
orandum) of one of Buck MacAdoo’s
painting projects, The Niger fla con-

Fsisb of three horizontal hands o color
—orange, white and green—with a sin-
gle orange circle in the middle of the
white band; not orange and blue as
stated. Also, MacAdoo ww painting
the continuous rephca of the flag
around a chiefs house, not a well, as
with his other projecb. The tillagers’
enthusiasm about placing orange dots
eve~here was not misrepofied, how-
ever.

Letiers
to the

Volunteer
In defense of ‘spirit’

To Tm VOLW=ER:
Discussions titb “cross-section”

groups and reporb from VOL~~ER
mrrspondenk can occasionally be
misleading. And, udotiately, the
July issue of Tm VOLUN=E. was de-
ceptive in ib aticle about Peace

COVS in Libya. According to some-
one, “Enthusiasm for Libya and Vol-
unteer sptit are ahost nonetitent.”
Yet, according to some of m, enthmi.

asm is high. We xvo”ld be among the
first to atiit that we have had W-
ficulties with burea”crati of several
nationalities and xrith a fe,v commuti.
ties. Despite these problems, we have
bee” accepted as frien& (in had.
tional Arabic fashion) and as cd”.
caters (with the usual corresponding
respect).

We are not certain \vhat the arti-
cle imptied by “Volunteer spirit.” If
one means Es?>rit de corps titb pi.
ma~ concern, about Peace COTS it-
se~, then we acknowledge the arti.
cle’s accuracy. If one means a feel-
ing of relevance of one’s work and
enthusiasm about one’s role tith the
community, then we do sense “Vol-
ul>teer spirit, ”

SIGNED BY 12 vOLUN~ERS
Libya

A word from the provinces

To T= VOLUN=ER:
As a staff member, my letter may

automatically be suspmt. But at the
risk of being thought biased, I feel
it important that I respond to what

our Volunteer correspondent said
about the Peace COWS in Libya (July
VOLUN=EB).

1 think it is clear to most eve~.
one in Libya mnnected with the
Pence COTS that the whole coun~
has been patited with the Tripoli
enviro,>s’ bmsh. What has been de-
scribed by our correspondent as a
lack of sptit of voluntarism is accu-
rate insofar as it speah about a small,
vocal group of single Vol””teers
happed in the famihar syndrome of
tbe Volunteer having to bve a dou-
ble life, that of a Peace Corps Volun-
teer and a citified expatiate.

What our correspondent ul)ac-
countably overlooked, however, is the
degree to which this phenomenon is
locahzed. Of the 50 Volunteers in my
area ( Cyrenaica ), for example, only
MO have go,le home, and they did
not resign. The same is tie for the
Fezza” which encompasses tbe Sa-
hara sites. I would bate to tbi”k
that the many readers of T= VoL-
UNmER get the idea that the Peace
COWS in Libya is on the brink of
disaster due to an accurate descrip-
tion of a relatively small group of
people.

ROBERT’P. fiABSON
Associate Director

Benghazi, Libya

Following local pace

To TEIE VOLUNTEER:
Throughout traini,> a“d in contacts

Ewith Peace Corps sta after that, VOl- 4

unteers me wnsta”tly reminded that
it is ve~ important for them to ~ to
meet the social req”iremenb of the
society they five i,) and tbe people
they come in contact with on tbeti
jobs and in their spare time, Social
acceptance, it is strmsed, is “ecessa~
if the Volunteer wants to ““derstand
people of another cultire and if he
,va”ts to be a“ effective agent of
cha,lge.

1 \vonder if this also appfies to
Peace Corps staff, During his recent
visit to Kenya, the director, Mr.
Blatchford, visited me; and together
we visited a Kenyan farmer. Was it
necessa~ to have a dozen newspaper
reporters a“d photographers along, as
,Vell as al] the Peace Corps Kenya staff
and ,I”mero”s others 1 had “ever met?
Or \vas it proper socially to msh
around this small fam taking pictwes
and then leave tithout ta~ng the
time to sit down with the farmer and
the Kenyan (host coun~ nationak)
staff and discuss with them what they
thought \vere tbe problems being
faced in Kenya a“d possible solutions
to these problems? ~

III a country where the pace of Me
is slow and relaxed, this type of visit
seemed a typicnl, high powered, ber-
ica” busir]essm~ln type approach; and
I feel both sides came away from it
llnderstanding less than they did be-
fore, I know that Peace COTS stti,
especially the Peace Corps Washing-
ton staff, are very busy people. But 1
don’t think they can learn as much by
rushirlg around glancing at dozens of
projecb as they could by sitting down
with people a“d taking the time re-
quired to get their feelings about these
projects.

Jmi D. Vws
Nyeri, Kenya

‘Penny-pinching policies’

To THE VOLUNTEER:
The ““ew policies” which are pro-

claimed to “untie some apron stings”
(July VOLUN=ER) seem to be cut-
ting costs for Peace Cows Washing-
ton wfile increasing the financial b“r.
den for Volunteers. I refer in artic.

iular to the ehmination of boo lock.
e~, footlockers and pre-setice cloth-
ing allowance. The otier changed ~

policies fit ratier nicely under the
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category of “eliminating patemafism”

b

\vhile these do not. They are legiti-
mate needs of Volunteers, the pres-
et>ce or absence of \vbich affecb the
decision to join the Peace COTS.
CouL>~ directors may have some lati-
tude i,> these matters (depending on
the decision of a special committee),
but this does not help the person
\vhO receives his invitation to tiain
\vithout knoiving }vhat support he
can expect from the Peace COWS and
\vhat he }vill have to provide himself.
If be does not have a ba~ account
to cover these expenses, he is unbkely
to take the risk of joining. His only
hope is that the coun~ director, We
some fai~ godmother, is going to
come to the racue Ytitb special al.
Io\vances, etc.

~m. afraid that the result of the
elimination of this support \till be
that o]dy rich young people till be
:d>le to join the Peace COTS. This is
in opposition to the stated goak of
the task forces to gear recmiting to a
,vider range of social and economic
groups.

Had these policies been in effect
two years ago, my husband and 1
\vould not have been able to accept

r the tinancial burden of joting the
Peace Cows and would have missed
t~vo of the most valuable years of o“r
li\,es. How, many young people will
,niss the rich experiences Peace COTS
provides because of these pe”ny-
pit>ching poficies?

LINDA CL-
Taejol], Korea

Playing peace games?

T“ ‘~r~z VOLUNTEE”:
Fe,v \?ol””teers ,vill tly to argue

that Peace Cops is totally al~istic,
Fe\v of “s !vere idealistic e“o”gb to
have believed that \vhen we vol”n.
teered. We realized that we m“ldn’t
}Ielp b“t be a part of U.S. forei~
pohcy, a!,d perhaps that is not a bad
thing. There is nothing ,vro”g, after
all, ,vith maki,>g friends for America,
,,r a[,yox>e else, if that is all we are
doing i“ the ,way of foreign poficy.

What is ho”bting many Volunteers
notv, bo,vever, n“d especially those in
Micro,lesia is that we “o longer feel
we call say that h is all, \ve are
doing. We are no Io”ger simply making
friends f“r America “by tbe way,”. but

P

we appear to be being used in a ye~
deliberate a“d calculated \vay to make
friends for America for a ve~ specific
reaso,l. What is more, we a,e allowed

Memorandum
TO : The field DATE: October, 1969
FROM : The editors
SUBJECT: ‘A tice place’

We okeri talk about “the Peace COWS \vorld.” A fOurtb-grader fi
Los Angeles bad a“ interesting slant on it ,vhen he ~vrote to Rosema~
Alvord, an RPCV from Korea who does public affairs ,vork for the
Peace Corps in California.

“TO Mrs. Alvord,

Thank you for the interesting film on Korea. The Peace Corps sounds
like a nice place.”

❑ uo

Europe and the” Mediterranean on $5 (sometimes $16) a day bectie
the unofficial guidebook for ahost ho-thirds of the Volunteers in Libya,
who were tiaveling outside their host coun~ when the Sept, I COUP
occumed, fi &&c into Libya was operating on a Emited-travel-only
basis, and Volunteers vacationing in out-of-the-way places Eke Athens,
Paris, Madrid, Tutis and other points, plus a dozen working in tiaining
in the U. S., found themselves stuck. Full air service was expected to be
restored by mid-Se tember. Meanwhile, Volunteers wh~se European

{stays were extended eyond their vacation time received per diem.

❑ ❑ ❑

Here came the trash man, with a check for one-third of a readjustment
allowance. The happy recipient was a Volunteer who was on home leave
before stating his third yea, of semice. The first tie he received the
check his sister threw it ill the trash. After WO days of searching in tbe
city dump, the Volunteer gave up a“d asked Peace COVS headquarters
to stop payment 0,1 the check and issue a new one, Then the unexpected
visitor showed up.

❑ ❑ ❑

The U.S. isn,t the only volunteer-sending count~ where retimed
volunteers are getting together. Regional groups are forming in Gemany;
starting with Hamburg and Berlin. In addition, the Ceman volunteer

agency ha; been r.e-Orgal’ized tO include wo fO~er vO1unteers On i~
adtiso~ board. The two were selected at a conference of volunteer
“electors” who had themselves been picked for tbe job by their fello~v
volunteers.

❑ ❑ ❑

Our favorite staff farewell notice is this one, distributed at Peace
Corps headquarters rece,~tly: “R”ss Davis will be leaving the post .of
East Asia a“d Pacific Director this \veek to return to Haward. In the
interest of staving off cimhosis of the li,,er among sutiving stti, and
because no hone booth is available to accommodate his many friends

iand well-w]s ers, tie usual party \vill r>ot be held and the uttal refresh-
ment till not be sewed. h{ny \ve suggest, then, that the usual buck
might better be contributed to some worthy program such as the Sunkist-
People-to-Peoples-Orang e-Juice Festival. May Davis state that it has
been an honor and a privilege to seine with you–and Cod bless.” The
author \vas Davis bimseff.
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to make friends only in a way that the
De fel>se Deparhent sees as appropri-
ate or meful.

Our ““easi”ess begs” dtlri”g o{,r in-
cou,lt~ baillix>g in Micronesia. We
\vere told by “Peace Cows staff, old
Volunteers, Tmst Temito~ employees,
and even some Micronesians that the
American government is here to stay,
like it or r,ot, The islands are strate-
gically important, especially consider-
ing U.S. involveme!>t in Southeast Asia,
and the U.S. is I>ot about to “turn
them back to the natives.” (Even
though according to the terms of the
Unted Natiol>s Trc,steeship Agreement
the “ilatives” ha\,e a legal right to
have them back ir, 1970,) We liked
the islands; we liked the people; we
,vanted to stay. We told ourselves \ve
can still do the job ,ve came ot)t here
to do, We can still be Peace Corps.
In short, \ve \vere still naive.

Peace C“rps cat> no longer pretend
to be a sep~rate, nonpolitical entity
maintaining its integrity a“d doing its
own “thing.” The roma!>tic ideas of
people-to-people comm””ication, help.
ing others to help themselves, etc.
is all ff”e rhetoric further Iegitimizi”g
the presence, though indirect, of the
Defense Department. But, the indirect
representatives, the Peace Corps Vol.
u,>teers, must f“kll their role properly,
Let an economic development V“l”n-
teer give people ideas that \vould
make them inconveniently self -sfi.
cient, let a media Volunteer teach
people to express ideas (eve” though
some of those ideas might be embar-
rassing to the U.S. gover”me”t), let a
Volunteer la,~er embarrass a Lt. Cen.
eral, and you \vill soon see th~e same
Peace Corps Vohtnteers told that s“d-
del>ly there is no longer a need for

them, ,>0 longer a suitable program
for them.

We feel that the time has come
%vhet> we must ask just tvhat Peace
Corps is, what is it supposed to repre-
sent, and just ,vbo makes the decisions
as to its organization, a“d the manner
of its opera tie”, Ho\v cnn \ve co”-
ti,l”e to teach English and build “ew
sch”ol h“ildit,gs, rational?~i,>g that it is
because these thil)gs are good in them-
sel,,es, \vh e“ !ve read in The W~}t.
ingto?t Post ( xmo!>g other places):

“It is expected that the h4icro”e-
sians ,vill be invited to help \vork out
the he\\, f“rm of government, ,vhich
,vo”ld place the area i!, permanent
.~ssocialio,l \vitl, the United St’~tes, A
plebiscite t[, ,Ipprrive the fi,lal product
,vo”ld the,> be held. It ,vo”ld not “Eer
the Micro”esia,>s a ch”ice bet,,,een
indepe,l~ence and the ,le\v form of
government-only a yes “r no vote o“
the ]Iew governme,lt.”

It is obvious that o“r presence on
the outer islnnds, 0111 help teaching,
orderi,lg. s”pp~es, giving o“r time a“d
sometimes ““r o!v,, perso,lal supplies
and belongings ill o[,r efforts to create
love, t,nderstanding and peace are
\vell designed to bring ill a lot of
“yes” votes, We I>egi” to think we
are dolts–pretending we are pkiying
our own little peace games b“t really
o,dy “peti”g the d“ors t“ a“d making
it easier for the est;lblishment “f mih.
tary bnses-sites f“r the playing of \var
games. The time has finally come
\vhe” \ve are demanding answers to
some of the questio,~s of jllst xvhat we
are doing here before we can, in good
comciel~ce, continue our \vork.

ANA T. KAMMAN

,Majuro, h4arshall Islands

CHANGE OF ADDRESS
PEACE CORPS

Name
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20525

OFFICIAL BUSINESS

Street or P.O. Box ...,

City, State, ZIP Code

Effective date

Mailing label at right must be sent
with all requests for changes of
address.

Nonverbal lessons

To T= VOLUXTEEn:

“yOur ActiOns speak 10uder”,
by L4elvin Schnapper (JuneVOLUN-
TEER) brought up a much over.
looked part of other c“lmres a“d
Peace Corps tiai”ing. Duri]lg. training
,ve had “o i,>trod”ctioll to nonverbal
commul>icatiotl other that) a fe\v inci-
dental experience” \vith the partici-
pating host cot,r>tly nationals, Many
people \vould say that this in ibelf is
s“fffciel~t, b,,t they disregard the fact
th~t, tbe Iranians who, took p~rt in our
trainitlg \vere tying to Ieirn the
American gestures o,- had nlready be-
come Americanized.

b4a)1y Voltl”teers here ngree that this
t{rea is too t>fte” c“.,,sidered ““~mpor-
‘k,”t a,,d feel that much cotdd be done
for I>etter understa,>ding and non-
verbal comm”nicati”,,s both in a,ld
out of Peace Corps.

H. DA\,In HOOVLEB
Kiakola, Shnhi, Ira~l

Excess baggage?

TO TELEVOLUN=ER:
I am glad that Mike Saks (August

VoLuN=En) was able to Co]lect 250
po”,lds of “local ,vood sculpturing
and \veaving” while in tbe Peace
Corps. He can .I]ow SI1OW all Ms
friends how \vorthwhile his hvo years
\vere. In his argllment against the
IIeW 80-po”,ld baggage limit, he has
shoxv!, one good reason \vhy Mr.
Blatchford has adopted it.

WILLIAM PWY
Ca,melo, Umguay
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