
My name is Laura Nikolovska (maiden name Pontecore) and I served in the Republic of 
Macedonia from September 2009 through November 2011. About 2 weeks into my 
service, while at home with my host family, I met my husband, Darko Nikolovski. He 
was a distant relative of my host family, as well as their neighbor. Despite our language 
barriers (he knew basic English and I knew practically no Macedonian) we instantly felt a 
spark. Throughout my service, Darko was incredibly helpful and relentlessly supporting 
with my projects in school, my work in the community, and my language development. It 
is safe to say that without him, my service would have been very different and surely no 
where near as successful. In our free time, we traveled to more countries than Darko and I 
have ever been to in our entire lives- combined! Through each other, we met people from 
all over the world and developed an amazing and unique group of friends. Many of these 
same friends were present at our very multicultural wedding in the fall of 2011. I have 
since returned from my service overseas, and my family and I anxiously await Darko’s 
arrival to our home in Chicago so we can begin this new chapter of our lives together. If 
not for the Peace Corps, I would be without so many priceless experiences, and truly a 
wonderful husband.  
 
 


