
PEACE CORPS 
\\ STATEMENT OF THE HONORABLE ROBERT SARGENT SHRIVER, IMf.,ORMATION SERVICES 

DIRECTOR OF THE PEACE OORPS If DIVISION 

Concerning inquiries: "To what extent, either in theory 
or in practice, members of the Peace Corps are working 
for, controlled by, or guided by agencie s or employees 
of the United Nations? ... etc." 

The Peace Corps Act permits the assignmen.t of not more than ).25 volunteer~ -
cQmpared to the 5,000 volunteers we expect to ·haye by August 31, 1962, and an 
additional 5,000 by August 31, 1963 -- to temporary duty with international 
organizations and agencies when the SecretarY of State determines that s1,lCh 
assignments would fl,lrther the purposes of the Act . . 

This provision was described by the President last year as one of' the ways in 
which the PeaCe Corps could effectively serve overseas. It was part of the 
legislation proposed to Congress la~t year and approved by f .oUX' congressibnal 
committees and by bot:q Houses. Already this year the Senate Committee on 
Foreign Relations and the House Cannnittee on Foreign Affairs and both the 
Senate and the House have reaffirmed their s1,lpport of legislation including 
this provision. 

To date no volunteers ha~ been aSsigned to any international organization. 

However, an agreement has recently been signed with the UN Food and AgricultlJ,I'al 
'Organization under which vol'\lIlteers could be assigned to work on FAO projects. 
Volunteers so assigned. would be responsible to the FAO only with respect to their 
work. The volunteers would otherwise be f'Ully responsible to the authority of" 
the Peace Corp"s. 

Furthermore, at the motion of the United States, the UN Econcmic and Social 
Council last sUIIl1Iler adopted a· resolution calling on UN membeJ;"s t{) consider 
the use of volunteers in UN-sponsored prbjects. 

To date, no Peace Corps volunteeJ;"S have been assigned to UN agencies under 
this resolution because we have insisted that volunteers so assigned not 
enjoy the privileges and immunities usually-enjoyed by regular UN emp'i'QYees.. 

You may be interested to know that when the United States' proposal was 
presented to the Economic and Social Council of the U!li ted Nations, only 
the SOTiet bloc voted again.st the idea. 

By making it possible for a very few Peace Corps volunteers to work with UN 
teams in solving health, education and agricult1,lre problems, the Congress 
has prompted 20 other governments to indicate an interest in also prOviding 
yolunteers. 

Thus, the American idea of placing volunteer~. side by side with volunteers 
fram. other countries has inspired other nations to cooperate in the exchange 
{)f skills and peJ;"sQn-tQ-person international good will and understanding. 

May, 1962 
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